
Process Paper: 

 

 The site which I visited was the Paramount Center for the Arts in Peekskill, New York. I 

specifically viewed a production of William Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, 

performed at Shakespeare’s Globe Theater in London, England.  My rationale for choosing this 

particular performance for a future lesson pertains to the artistically engaging atmosphere of the 

facility and to aid students in understanding the plays of Shakespeare, which prove difficult for 

many of them.  I felt the production would serve to engage students in otherwise uninteresting 

subject matter for them and in a way which appeals to multiple intelligences.  Also, in the 

response to a culturally diverse student body, this production incorporated two actors who 

are black to portray Romeo and Tybalt.  I also felt that by utilizing this alternate form of 

instruction, I could encourage communication in the classroom to foster inquiry, collaboration 

and supportive interaction amongst the students. 

 

 To prepare my students for the field trip, with the assumption that they have already read 

the play and this is the culmination of the lesson unit, I would perform a lesson with the goal of 

preparing them to actively participate while watching the performance.  The aim of the lesson 

would be to teach students how to identify metaphor and irony in Romeo and Juliet.  By 

preparing students to recognize these literary devices while viewing the performance, it will aid 

in their understanding of the language and what is taking place in each scene, as well as allow 

them to use techniques to enhance comprehension such as predicting outcomes and questioning 

character motivation.  The class would also practice the procedure by watching short clips of 

other movies of Shakespeare plays while filling in a graphic organizer.  

 

During the visit, students will be given a graphic organizer asking them to identify 

metaphors and irony in the play.  By requiring the students to identify metaphors and irony in the 

play, it will induce more focused attention on the movie and the spoken words.  It will also help 

the students understand what is happening in the play to ensure they follow the sequence of 

events.  By recognizing small pieces of each scene, it will inform their understanding of the 

overall play and the themes and motifs for later lessons.  This will also serve as a model when 

attempting to understand any of Shakespeare’s plays.   

 

Students with special needs will be given a graphic organizer as well as a copy of the 

play to use to follow along with the film.  Verbal cues will also be outlined in the graphic 

organizer, for instance, “when you hear Romeo say to Mercutio, the hurt cannot be much,” listen 

intently for the following line.  This will serve to truly focus attention.  Students will also be 

provided cartoons depicting the various forms of irony and metaphor in the definition column of 

the graphic organizer.  Students who have non verbal learning disorders or fine motor skill 

problems will be afforded a text to speech laptop to record their thoughts which they can later 

transfer to the graphic organizer with the help of a parent or teacher aid.  Students can be allowed 

to draw images in the graphic organizer as long as they can remember what the image represents.  

All of these accommodations can be afforded to students as pinpointing the metaphors and 

examples of irony are not only used for comprehension, but are to be used in the following day’s 

lesson. 

 



Further accommodations are in place for ELL students. Beginning to mid level ELL 

students will be able to work with a non ELL or advanced ELL buddy. By putting them in pairs, 

the other student will be able to explain concepts or specific word definitions to the other 

student.  It is also hopeful that the student will see their buddy entering information on their 

graphic organizer, and realize that something important is happening and attempt to understand 

what literary device the character just used.  ELL students will also be provided cartoons 

depicting the various forms of irony and metaphor in the definition column of the graphic 

organizer. 

 

For extension/extra credit assignments, students can and are encouraged to write down 

more than the required number of examples.  To pre-teach themselves about motifs and themes, 

students can write 2 paragraphs describing a pattern that they see in the metaphors or ironic 

devices.  With the expectation that this assignment will appeal to the gifted students, a second 

extra credit assignment consisting of writing a letter to the producer of the play, citing the 

specific stage direction, prop usage, scenery, costumes, casting and music choices which the 

students enjoyed would also be acceptable. 

 

At the end of the field trip, the students should have a thorough understanding of the play.  

By viewing the play in the setting in which it was originally intended, students should feel a true 

sense of realism and connection to Romeo and Juliet.  Also, by completing the pre-lesson, 

coupled with the visit itself and the assignment for the visit, every student has the opportunity to 

deepen their knowledge of the subject matter.  They should also feel at ease with recognizing 

metaphor and irony as well as other literary devices.  The students should also be able to express 

how these elements influence the action of the play and the audiences’ experience of the play, 

and be able to demonstrate such knowledge in the post-lesson assignments.  It is with this in 

mind that I can safely say that the visit contained key criteria for effective writing or oral 

expression aligned with New York State ELA standards. 

 

To follow up the visit, the students would be given homework questions to foster 

contemplation of the performance, as well as reinforce literary elements such as plot, setting, and 

character.  The questions will also aim to promote deeper questioning of the social and cultural 

aspects of the play and the playwright.  In the following day’s lesson, the class will utilize the 

data they gathered from watching the performance and then entered on their graphic organizers 

to create a presentation.  Each student will have the opportunity to display their knowledge in a 

manner that appeals to their multiple intelligences.  The last lesson in the unit will focus on 

analyzing the information gathered from the performance and further examination of the 

metaphors and irony in the play to prepare them to study the themes and motifs of the play, 

which will aid in creating a cumulative essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paramount Center for the Arts Visit 

Romeo and Juliet Performance Pre-Field Trip Lesson 

 

Grade: 9 

 

Time: 45 minutes  

 

Aim: How can we identify metaphor and irony in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet? 

 

Thinking Aim: What instances in Romeo and Juliet can we list that are examples of metaphor 

and irony? 

 

Performance Objectives: Students will be able to identify metaphor and irony in Shakespeare’s 

Romeo and Juliet. 

 

New York State Standards: 

Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

 

Do Now:  In order to ascertain prior knowledge, the students will sit at their desks and answer 

four questions. 1) What is the definition of a metaphor? 2) What is the definition of situational 

irony? 3) What is the definition of verbal irony? 4) What is the definition of dramatic irony? 

 

Materials: Graphic organizer, Smart board/Chalkboard, Movie clip, Sound clip, Devices to play 

clips 

 

Motivation: How do the metaphors and ironic devices in Romeo and Juliet inform your opinion 

of the story? 

 

Development: 

To illustrate situational irony, the teacher will call on a student at random to provide their 

definition.  When a correct answer is provided, she will tell them that they have won a trip to see 

a production of Romeo and Juliet tomorrow at the Paramount.  The students will realize that the 

prize is useless because they are already going there tomorrow.  To illustrate verbal irony, the 

teacher will call on a student at random to provide their definition.  When a correct answer is 

provided, the teacher will play a short sound clip to congratulate the student, in the form of a 

dirge.  After the tune is finished, the teacher will say “now that’s a cheery tune.”  To illustrate 

dramatic irony, the teacher will call on a student to provide the definition.  She will then play a 

scene from a Mr. Bean movie where Mr. Bean is on the beach and must change into his bathing 

suit but there is another man there.  Mr. Bean does not and goes through great pains to keep 

himself covered while changing into his suit.  It’s not until after he has struggled and 

successfully changed does he realize that the man on the beach is blind.  To illustrate metaphor, 

the teacher will ask a student to provide the definition.  When a correct answer is provided, the 

teacher will tell the student that they are a wise owl. 

 



Procedure: 

1. The teacher will tell the students that these four elements are the elements that they will 

be looking for while viewing the production of Romeo and Juliet the next day on their 

field trip.   

2. The teacher will hand out graphic organizers. 

3. The teacher will explain to the students that they will be entering the information they 

gather from the play onto their graphic organizers. 

4. The teacher will provide a few examples of ironic device and metaphors for the students 

to fill in on their graphic organizers, using video clips of Hamlet. 

5. After the teacher has successfully modeled the procedure and checked for understanding, 

she will provide independent practice by putting students in cooperative learning groups. 

6. The students will complete the rest of the graphic organizer in groups of five while 

watching the rest of the Hamlet clips at their pace at a computer station.  

7. Following completion of the organizer, the class will reconvene and discuss the literary 

devices they found. 

8. The teacher will then ask the class questions which elicit deeper thought, for example, by 

using irony in that speech what kind of mood do we believe Hamlet was in, or why does 

Hamlet use a particular metaphor, are they meant as an insult. 

9. After finishing the discussion, the teacher will review the rules and behavior expectations 

for the off site visit. 

 

Modifications:   

1. ELL students will be provided cartoons depicting the various forms of irony and 

metaphor to refer to during the lesson and the visit the following day. 

2. Students with disabilities will be provided cartoons depicting the various forms of irony 

and metaphor to refer to during the lesson and the visit the following day.  Verbal cues 

will also be outlined in the graphic organizer, so the students know what to focus on 

during the short Hamlet clips. 

 

 

Paramount Center for the Arts Visit 

Romeo and Juliet Performance Field Trip Lesson 

 

Grade: 9 

 

Time: 5 hours 

 

Aim: How can we identify metaphor and irony in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet? 

How does metaphor and irony inform the meaning of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet? 

 

Thinking Aim: What instances in Romeo and Juliet can we list that are examples of metaphor 

and irony? 

 

Performance Objectives: Students will be able to identify metaphor and irony in Shakespeare’s 

Romeo and Juliet.  Students will be able to interpret the meaning behind metaphor and irony in 

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 



 

New York State Standards: 

Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

 

Do Now:  Have the graphic organizer, a writing utensil, and if students would like, a copy of the 

play in hand and ready when the performance begins.   

 

Materials: Graphic organizer, writing utensils, book of the play 

 

Motivation: How do the metaphors and ironic devices in Romeo and Juliet elucidate the story? 

 

Procedure: 

1. Students will enter the theater as quietly as possible and find their seats. 

2. The staff at the Theater will welcome the students, provide a brief history of Theater and 

a synopsis of the play.  

3. Students will watch the production while taking notes to fill in their graphic organizers. 

4. Students are allowed to consult with the person next to them for help. 

 

Graphic Organizer 

 

Romeo and Juliet Graphic Organizer 

 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Metaphor - 

Comparing two things 

by using one kind of 

object or using in place 

of another to suggest 

the likeness between 

them. (does not use 

like or as) 

   

Situational Irony - 

When one's efforts 

produces the opposite 

results of what was 

expected 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Verbal Irony - A 

contrast between what 

is said and what is 

actually meant  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Dramatic Irony - 

When the audience 

knows things the 

characters do not  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Modifications:   

1. ELL students will be provided cartoons depicting the various forms of irony in their 

graphic organizer definition column.  Beginning to mid level ELL students will be able to 

work with a non ELL or advanced ELL buddy. By putting them in pairs, the other student 

will be able to explain concepts or specific word definitions to the other student. 

2. Students with special needs will be given a graphic organizer as well as a copy of the 

play to use to follow along with the film.  Verbal cues will also be outlined in the graphic 

organizer, for instance, “when you hear Romeo say to Mercutio, the hurt cannot be 

much,” listen intently for the following line.  This will serve to truly focus attention.  

Students will also be provided cartoons depicting the various forms of irony and 

metaphor in the definition column of the graphic organizer.  

3. Students who have non verbal learning disorders or fine motor skill problems will be 

afforded a text to speech laptop to record their thoughts which they can later transfer to 

the graphic organizer with the help of a parent or teacher aid.  Students can be allowed to 

draw images in the graphic organizer as long as they can remember what the image 

represents. 

4. For extension/extra credit assignments, students can and are encouraged to write down 

more than the required number of examples.  To pre-teach themselves about motifs and 

themes, students can write 2 paragraphs describing a pattern that they see in the 

metaphors or ironic devices.  With the expectation that this assignment will appeal to the 

gifted students, a second extra credit assignment consisting of writing a letter to the 

producer of the play, citing the specific stage direction, prop usage, scenery, costumes, 

casting and music choices which the students enjoyed would also be acceptable. 

 

Homework:  

Follow up questions 

1) How did the race of Romeo and Tybalt change your perception of the story?  Was your 

perception unchanged? 

2) How did the modern body language of the characters help you to understand what was 

occurring in the scenes? 

3) How did it feel to watch Romeo and Juliet performed at the Globe Theater, a setting 

which the performance was intended for?  Did you feel as if you were attending the 

performance back in 1594? 

4) What did you like or dislike about the costumes of performers? 



5) What were your thoughts about the music in the play?  Did you like the old Elizabethan 

music?  How does it differ from music in modern movies? 

6) What was your favorite scene? 

7) Finish this sentence: If Shakespeare was alive today and watched this play, he… 

8) Did completing the graphic organizer and looking for metaphors and irony help you 

understand a particular scene better, or the play as a whole? 

9) Which metaphor or instance of irony was your favorite? 

10) Which metaphor or instance of irony informed your understanding of the play most? 

 

 

Paramount Center for the Arts Visit 

Romeo and Juliet Performance Post-Field Trip Lesson 

 

Grade: 9 

 

Time: 45 minutes 

 

Aim: How does metaphor and irony inform the meaning of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet? 

 

Thinking Aim:  How can we compose a piece of media for Romeo and Juliet using the examples 

of metaphor and irony found in the play?  

 

Performance Objectives:  Students will be able to interpret the meaning behind metaphor and 

irony in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  Students will be able to create a media piece for 

Romeo and Juliet. 

 

New York State Standards: 

Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

 

Do Now:  Students will write the answer to one of their ten homework questions on the board 

until there are 3 answers to each question. 

 

Materials: Completed graphic organizer and homework 

 

Motivation: How can we use the metaphors and ironic devices in Romeo and Juliet to create a 

media piece for the play? 

 

Procedure: 

1. Teacher will review the homework questions with the students to share fellow student 

opinions, observations and knowledge with the rest of the class. 

2. Teacher will ask each student to provide one example from their graphic organizer and 

review the example with the entire class. 

3. Teacher will create a poll on the board of how many students picked the same line or 

scene as one of their examples. 



4. Teacher will tell the class that for their next assignment, they will work in groups of two 

and can choose from four options.  Incorporating the metaphors and ironic devices from 

the graphic organizer or other that they find in the play, students can: 

1. Write a movie trailer for the version of the play viewed at the Paramount Theater 

2. Write a theme song for the version of the play viewed at the Paramount Theater 

3. Perform a movie trailer for the version of the play viewed at the Paramount Theater 

4. Draw a storyboard of a movie trailer for the version of the play viewed at the 

Paramount Theater 

5. Students will then pick a partner based upon which assignment they would like to 

complete 

 

Homework: Write an outline for the chosen assignment. 

 


